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Secretary of State’s Office Sends Statewide Email to 
NPP Voters on Presidential Primary Rules 

 

SACRAMENTO, CA – Today the Secretary of State’s office sent a an email to No Party 

Preference voters statewide reminding them of the presidential primary rules and their options 

for requesting a ballot with presidential candidates. The email was sent to over 1.7 million No 

Party Preference voters who provided an email when registering to vote.  

  

All California county elections offices are mailing postcards to every No Party Preference voter 

who is registered to vote-by-mail. These postcards are standard and provide voters with their 

presidential primary voting options.  

 

The American Independent, Democratic, and Libertarian parties are allowing No Party 

Preference voters to participate in their March 3, 2020 Presidential Primary Elections. No Party 

Preference voters who chose to do so should complete and return this postcard with 

their selection in order to receive a vote-by-mail ballot listing presidential candidates from one of 

these parties. Voters are encouraged to return these postcards before the new year if possible, so 

that elections officials have ample time to process their requests in time for ballot printing and 

mailing. 

  

“Elections officials are working hard to prepare Californians for next year’s March 3, 

2020 Presidential Primary Election,” Secretary of State Alex Padilla said. “The presidential 

primary rules uniquely affect No Party Preference voters — who are now the second largest 

block of voters in California. My office is emailing over 1.7 million No Party Preference voters 

as part of our broader efforts to educate Californians on presidential primary rules. No Party 

Preference voters who plan to vote-by-mail and wish to vote for a candidate for President will 

need to request a ballot with presidential candidates in advance of the primary election.” 

  

“All indicators are pointing to a record voter turnout in 2020, so I encourage all voters to 

understand their options well before Election Day arrives,” Padilla added. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASOS/bulletins/2723a3e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASOS/bulletins/2723a3e


REQUESTING A CROSSOVER BALLOT 

No Party Preference voters who do not respond to this postcard will be mailed a non-

partisan ballot without any presidential candidates listed. If after receiving a non-partisan 

ballot a No Party Preference voters prefers to receive a crossover ballot, they can still request one 

from their county elections official by:  

• Phone 

• Email 

• Fax 

Voters also have the option of taking their non-partisan vote-by-mail ballot to their polling place 

(or any vote center in a Voters’ Choice Act County) and exchange it for a ballot with presidential 

candidates from the American Independent, Democratic, or Libertarian Party. 

  

HOW TO VOTE FOR PRESIDENT 

To help voters get ready to vote in the March 3, 2020 Presidential Primary, the Secretary of 

State’s office recently launched a new website — HowToVoteForPresident.sos.ca.gov — 

detailing California voters’ options.  

  

NO PARTY PREFERENCE VOTERS WHO VOTE IN PERSON 

No Party Preference voters who vote at the polls, can ask the poll worker for a ballot with either 

American Independent, Democratic, or Libertarian Party presidential candidates when checking-

in at their polling place. 

  

VOTING IN THE GREEN, PEACE AND FREEDOM, OR REPUBLICAN PARTY 

PRIMARY 

No Party Preference voters who want to vote for a Green, Peace and Freedom, or Republican 

Parties' presidential candidate, must first re-register to vote with that specific party. 

  

RE-REGISTERING TO VOTE 

Voters can re-register online at RegisterToVote.ca.gov. If a voter needs to re-register after 

February 18, 2020, they can do so in person at their polling place, any vote center, or their 

county elections office.  

 

### 

    

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voting-resources/county-elections-offices/
https://howtovoteforpresident.sos.ca.gov/
https://registertovote.ca.gov/
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001X2e0feICNAP1h8WpFGHB88_RnS4rz0yuC8-0TvJpKizDZH8qg8pGY9QrVdd7qaxaIJrth2aprFfziVAHDPOmVkd6iLVtMFTWumG63oUdgVyn72BWuTynwu6P_d6WjKa0zhFEeQbQWzESpIThhk3hc4aAHPWxm7l_EvqG2QL1_qA%3D%26c%3D8eip69Ba0Jla7mCUqncBV_76pfo32doWBdPL8ZKMmjpa_N5j1fRTBw%3D%3D%26ch%3DZ4MWH_gYomN3LfAHimDkkbmfIuJpQtXQycToWrZxszYnpECkG0qj_w%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C7b0d16ffbda5418533c508d7357a5924%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C637036671909145091&sdata=CTQm8Ib7xXDQkHTNVoag7Xw0WRYuMbDG4fMdqlhuETA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001X2e0feICNAP1h8WpFGHB88_RnS4rz0yuC8-0TvJpKizDZH8qg8pGY9QrVdd7qaxaZSfY91Eg8kvwOMGSfnHHIqvk2j-_kB3CMAJEuOnAK6a7Vy3f6y-PGDqnqVyfG0TclvdUHIMQlcz_Q3K5_uULBva-gd8kWQSX%26c%3D8eip69Ba0Jla7mCUqncBV_76pfo32doWBdPL8ZKMmjpa_N5j1fRTBw%3D%3D%26ch%3DZ4MWH_gYomN3LfAHimDkkbmfIuJpQtXQycToWrZxszYnpECkG0qj_w%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C7b0d16ffbda5418533c508d7357a5924%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C637036671909150081&sdata=8uQFC0Z86Xrf2S5IDtHvd30EfApRjwY%2F222OsLIzzG8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001X2e0feICNAP1h8WpFGHB88_RnS4rz0yuC8-0TvJpKizDZH8qg8pGY5pHInFTT3EKlsLi-51Sh0Bbil39t5eH0rlT2nggzPBEjsVSlTX-orWzyDZeXeS_ffBd6Eq_q4ZSIOLafSVeO2eWrshAKt6R2ldybO5oUFVfQBT4NM3TSTlgTFYbIY_beA%3D%3D%26c%3D8eip69Ba0Jla7mCUqncBV_76pfo32doWBdPL8ZKMmjpa_N5j1fRTBw%3D%3D%26ch%3DZ4MWH_gYomN3LfAHimDkkbmfIuJpQtXQycToWrZxszYnpECkG0qj_w%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Ccmiller%40sos.ca.gov%7C7b0d16ffbda5418533c508d7357a5924%7C03580c5db6cf44cab63b4361acc7c739%7C1%7C0%7C637036671909155071&sdata=Gj4oTU0Zb5WyC3PMdbgTnUvxBMqAbwilg1rx9Uc3FE0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaSOS/
https://twitter.com/CASOSvote/
https://www.instagram.com/californiasos_/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/user/CaliforniaSOS/

